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Large areas of salt-affected wasteland have been reclaimed;
irrigation has been extended; and between 1933-34 and 1942-
43, the total area under cultivation increased from 1,400 to
5,600 acres. The area grown with sugar-cane has, during the
same period, increased from about 1,000 to 3,500 acres and the
yield has gone up from 35 tons to about 53 tons per acre, an
increase of 50 per cent The area under food crops has also
increased and recently the cultivation of vegetables on a con-
siderable scale has been developed. Further, a dairy has been
started- and a pasteurization plant installed. To deal with the
sugar-cane grown on the estate, a sugar factory has been esta-
blished, which is now capable of dealing with 1,200 tons of
cane per day. The increasing area of land under sugar-cane
required increasingly large quantities of organic manure. In
order to meet this demand an oil mill has been established
and the groundnut cake produced by the mill is used on the
farm. The groundnut oil extracted in the process had to be
marketed satisfactorily. This led to the installation of an oil
refinery and an oil hydrogenation plant for treating the raw
oil of the mill. This, in turn, led to further developments,
such as the manufacture of various types of soap from the
waste products of the refinery. The development of the sugar
factory likewise led to the establishment of a distillery for the
manufacture of rectified spirit from molasses and also for the
recovery of yeast. Developments to the mutual benefit of the
factory and the farm are not ygt exhausted; research and ex-
periments are still proceeding into the best ways of utilizing
the products of the factory and the farm and avoiding waste.
We understand that the volume of employment has increased,
that better wages are being paid tihan in similar employment
in the neighbourhood, and that, in particular, new avenues of
employment have been developed for skilled personnel. Hous-
ing is provided for a large part of the staff and the amenities
provided include free medical and education facilities/18 In
this case the basis of industrial development has been provided
by sugar-cane. But oil-seeds ean provide an equally sound
basis for the development of a widely dispersed agro-industry
throughout the country.
The rural industries would create a further demand for
16. The Famine Inquiry Commission: Final Report (1945), pp. 307-9.